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1
SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE HAVING A
SEMICONDUCTOR CHIP MOUNTED ON AN
INSULATOR FILM AND COUPLED WITH A
WIRING LAYER, AND METHOD FOR
MANUFACTURING THE SAME

RELATED APPLICATION

This Application claims priority to Japanese Patent Appli-
cation 2007-034742 entitled “Semiconductor Device and
Method for Manufacturing the Same” filed Feb. 15, 2007
which is incorporated herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to a semiconductor device and a
method for manufacturing the same, and more particularly, to
a semiconductor device having a semiconductor chip
mounted on an insulator film, and a method for manufactur-
ing the same.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Recently the semiconductor device having the semicon-
ductor chip mounted thereon has shown the tendency to have
a thin structure. Patent documents such as Japanese Patent
No. 3598060 and Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2005-101580 disclose a module with a built-
in semiconductor device having a wiring on at least one
surface of an insulator substrate as a related art example 1.
Referring to FIG. 1 as a sectional view of the semiconductor
device according to the related art example 1, a first semicon-
ductor chip 16 is mounted onto a first wiring layer 14 using a
die adhesive material 15. The first semiconductor chip 16 is
electrically coupled with the first wiring layer 14 via a bond-
ing wire 18. The first semiconductor chip 16 and the bonding
wire 18 are sealed with a resin portion 35. The resin portion 35
is embedded in a resin portion 32 so as to be integrated
therewith. The resin portion 32 is provided with the first
wiring layer 14 and a second wiring layer 24 at opposite
surfaces, respectively. A through electrode 34 pierces the
resin portion 32 to connect the first and the second wiring
layers 14 and 24.

In the related art example 1, as the resin portion 35 for
sealing the first semiconductor chip 16 is embedded in the
resin portion 32, it is difficult to reduce the thickness of the
resin portion 32. As the first and the second wiring layers 14
and 24 are exposed, a short-circuit is likely to occur between
those wiring layers. The insulator films may be applied to the
surfaces of both the first and the second wiring layers 14 and
24 for suppressing the aforementioned short-circuit. How-
ever, this results in an increase in the thickness of the semi-
conductor device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in view of the above
circumstances and provides a semiconductor device capable
of reducing the thickness and a method for manufacturing the
semiconductor device.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a semiconductor device which includes a first insu-
lator film having a first opening, a first wiring layer extending
from the first opening onto the first insulator film, a semicon-
ductor chip mounted on the first insulator film and electrically
coupled with the first wiring layer, and a resin portion applied
onto the first insulator film to cover the semiconductor chip.
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2

The present invention allows the thickness of the first wiring
layer in the first opening to be reduced, allowing the semi-
conductor device to have the thin structure.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a semiconductor device formed by stacking the
aforementioned semiconductor devices.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method for manufacturing a semiconduc-
tor device that includes the steps of: forming a first wiring
layer on a first insulator film having a first opening, the first
wiring layer extending from the first opening; mounting a first
semiconductor chip electrically coupled with the first wiring
layer on the first insulator film; and forming a resin portion on
the first insulator film to cover the first semiconductor chip.
The invention allows the thickness of the first wiring layer in
the first opening to be reduced, allowing the semiconductor
device to have a thin structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a sectional view of a semiconductor device as a
related art example 1;

FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B and FIG. 2C show a method (first case)
for manufacturing the semiconductor device according to a
first embodiment;

FIG. 3A, FIG. 3B and FIG. 3C show a method (second
case) for manufacturing the semiconductor device according
to a first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a view showing a method (third case) for manu-
facturing the semiconductor device according to the first
embodiment;

FIG.5A, FIG.5B and FIG. 5C show a method (fourth case)
for manufacturing the semiconductor device according to the
first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a sectional view of a semiconductor device
according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a sectional view of a semiconductor device
according to a third embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a sectional view of a semiconductor device
according to a fourth embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view of a semiconductor device
according to a fifth embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a sectional view of a semiconductor device
according to a sixth embodiment; and

FIG. 11 is a sectional view of a semiconductor device
according to a seventh embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
First Embodiment

A first embodiment is an example of a semiconductor
device usable as a wiring substrate. A method for manufac-
turing the semiconductor device according to the first
embodiment will be described referring to FIGS. 2A to 5C.
Referring to FIG. 2A, a resist formed of an epoxy resin is
applied onto a dummy substrate 41 formed of a metal, an
insulator, or the like to form a first insulator film 10. A first
opening 12 is formed in the first insulator film 10 through a
lithography technology. The first insulator film 10 with the
first opening 12 is formed as described above. Referring to
FIG. 2B, a second insulator film 20 having a second opening
22 is also formed on a dummy substrate 42.

Referring to FI1G. 2C, a plurality of the first openings 12 are
formed in the first insulator film 10. The second insulator film
20 also has a plurality of the second openings 22. The first and
the second insulator films 10 and 20 may be formed of a
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material other than epoxy resin, for example, polyimide resin,
silicon resin and the like. Preferably, each of the first and the
second insulator films 10 and 20 exhibits sufficient heat resis-
tance against the temperature at which the resin portion 32 is
formed as described later referring to FIG. 4.

Referring to FIG. 3A, a first wiring layer 14 formed of a
conductive material such as copper (Cu) extending from the
first opening 12 onto the first insulator film 10 is formed
through plating. A first semiconductor chip 16 formed of a
silicon material is mounted on a die attachment portion 14a of
the first wiring layer 14 using a die adhesive material 15. In
other words, the first semiconductor chip 16 is mounted on
the first insulator film 10. The first semiconductor chip 16 and
the first wiring layer 14 are electrically coupled via a conduc-
tive bonding wire 18.

Referring to FIG. 3B, a second wiring layer 24 formed of a
conductive material such as Cu extending from the second
opening 22 onto the second insulator film 20 is formed using
the method as shown in FIG. 3A. Referring to FIG. 3C, the
first wiring layer 14 is formed on the first insulator film 10.
The first wiring layer 14 includes the die attachment portion
14a on which the first semiconductor chip 16 is mounted, a
pad portion 14¢ provided to cover the first opening 12, and a
wiring portion 145 for connecting the pad portions 14¢, or the
pad portion 14¢ and the die attachment portion 14a.

Referring to FIG. 4, a dummy substrate 42 applied with the
second insulator film 20 is disposed on the bottom surface of
alower mold 43 having a recess portion 45. A resin 30 derived
from melting the epoxy thermoset resin is applied onto the
second insulator film 20 and the second wiring layer 24. The
first insulator film 10 on which the first semiconductor chip 16
is mounted and a dummy substrate 41 are disposed on an
upper mold 44. The lower mold 43 and the upper mold 44 are
joined such that the first semiconductor chip 16 is immersed
in the resin 30 in the molten state. The pressure and the heat at
about 175° C. are applied to the resin 30 in the molten state to
be formed into a resin portion 32.

Referring to FIG. 5A, the first and the second wiring layers
14 and 24, and the first and the second insulator films 10 and
20 are formed on opposite surfaces of the resin portion 32
after removing the upper and the lower molds 44 and 43. That
is, the resin portion 32 is formed on (below in FIG. 5A) the
first insulator film 10 to cover the first semiconductor chip 16.
Referring to FIG. 5B, the dummy substrates 41 and 42 are
removed. Referring to FIG. 5C, a through hole that pierces the
resin portion 32 from the first opening 12 to the second
opening 22 is formed through the laser beam. A through
electrode 34 formed of the conductive material such as Cu is
formed in the through hole such that the first and the second
wiring layers 14 and 24 are electrically coupled. In this way,
a semiconductor device 100 according to the first embodi-
ment is manufactured.

In the case where the first insulator film is applied to the
lower surface of the first wiring layer 14 for the purpose of
preventing a short-circuit therein in the related art example 1
as shown in FIG. 1, an electrode other than the first wiring
layer 14 is formed in the opening of the first insulator film.
Meanwhile, referring to FIG. 3A, the semiconductor device
according to the first embodiment is provided with the first
wiring layer 14 which extends from the first opening 12 in the
first insulator film 10 onto the first insulator film 10. In the first
embodiment, the short-circuit in the first wiring layer 14 can
be prevented while reducing the thickness of the first wiring
layer 14 in the first opening 12. This makes it possible to
provide the semiconductor device with the thin structure.

Referring to FIG. 2A, the resist is applied onto the dummy
substrate 41 to form the first insulator film 10 such that the
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thickness of the first insulator film 10 is reduced. As the first
wiring layer 14 in the first opening 12 and the first wiring
layer 14 on the first insulation film 10 can be formed simul-
taneously, the resultant thickness t4 ofthe first wiring layer 14
in the first opening 12 becomes substantially the same as the
thickness t5 of the first wiring layer 14 on the first insulator
film 10 as shown in FIG. 5C.

Referring to FIG. 5C, the second insulator film 20 with the
second opening 22 is formed on (below in FIG. 5C) the resin
portion 32. Referring to FIG. 3B, the second wiring layer 24
extends between the second insulator film 20 and the resin
portion 32, from the second opening 22. As the first and the
second wiring layers 14 and 24 are formed on opposite sur-
faces of the resin portion 32, the semiconductor device 100
according to the first embodiment may be used as the wiring
substrate which contains the semiconductor chip, with the
opposite surfaces formed as the wiring layers. As the second
wiring layer 24 extends from the second opening 22 between
the second insulator film 20 and the resin portion 32, the
resultant device may be formed to have a thin structure.

As shown in FIG. 4, when the resin portion 32 is formed,
the second insulator film 20 is applied onto the bottom of the
lower mold 43 such that the second wiring layer 24 is placed
on the second insulator film 20. The resin 30 in the molten
state is applied to the second insulator film 20. The first
insulator film 10 is disposed on the resin 30 in the molten state
such that the first wiring layer 14 is disposed at the lower
position and pressed to form the resin portion 32. The afore-
mentioned method serves to directly seal the first semicon-
ductor chip 16 with the resin portion 32. In the related art
example 1 shown in FIG. 1, the semiconductor chip 16 is
sealed with the resin portion 35. The thickness t1 defined by
the resin portion 35 and the upper surface of the first semi-
conductor chip 16 is required to be in the range from 200 [Om
to 300 [OJm. The thickness t2 of the resin portion 32 on the
resin portion 35 is required to be about 50 [Jm. Meanwhile, in
the first embodiment, as the resin portion 35 is not formed as
shown in FIG. 5C, the thickness t3 of the resin portion 32 on
(below in FI1G. 5C) the first semiconductor chip 16 may be set
to about 100 [(Om. This makes it possible to form the semi-
conductor device 100 to have the thin structure.

Referring to FIG. 4, the second insulator film 20 applied to
the dummy substrate 42 is disposed onto the bottom of the
lower mold 43. The first insulator film 10 applied to another
dummy substrate 41 is disposed onto the resin 30 in the
molten state. It is preferable to form the resin portion 32 in the
state where the first and the second insulator films 10 and 20
are reinforced. This makes it possible to reduce each thick-
ness of the first and the second insulator films 10 and 20,
resulting in the semiconductor device with the thin structure.
Referring to FIG. 4, the first insulator film 10 may be disposed
onto the bottom of the lower mold 43, and the second insula-
tor film 20 may be disposed on the rein 30 in the molten state.

The bonding wire 18 is provided for connecting the first
semiconductor chip 16 and the first wiring layer 14. In the
case where the first semiconductor chip 16 and the first wiring
layer 14 are connected via the bonding wire 18, in the semi-
conductor device as the related art example 1 shown in FIG.
1, the thickness t1 of the resin portion 35 is required to be
increased such that the bonding wire 18 is not exposed from
the resin portion 35. Meanwhile, the first embodiment allows
the resin portion 32 to be formed between the bonding wire 18
and the first wiring layer 14. Accordingly, the thickness t3
shown in FIG. 5C may be reduced to about 100 [Om. In the
case where the first semiconductor chip 16 and the first wiring
layer 14 are connected via the bonding wire 18, it is effective
to form the resin portion 32 as shown in FIG. 5C.
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Referring to FIG. 5C, the through electrode 34 is formed
for connecting the first and the second wiring layers 14 and
24. The first and the second wiring layers 14 and 24 are thus
electrically connected by the through electrode 34.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 6 is a sectional view of a semiconductor device
according to a second embodiment. In the semiconductor
device according to the second embodiment, a second semi-
conductor chip 26 is mounted below (above in FIG. 6) the
second insulator film 20 via a die adhesive material 25. The
second semiconductor chip 26 is electrically coupled with the
second wiring layer 24 via a bonding wire 28. The resin
portion 32 covers the second semiconductor chip 26. Other
structure is the same as that of the first embodiment, and
explanation thereof, thus, will be omitted.

In the second embodiment, the semiconductor chips may
be mounted on both the first and the second insulator films 10
and 20. A plurality of semiconductor chips may be mounted
onat least one of the first and the second insulator films 10 and
20. The use of the plurality of semiconductor chips to be
mounted allows improvement of the mount efficiency of the
semiconductor chips.

Third Embodiment

In a third embodiment, the second insulator film is not
applied. Referring to FIG. 7, the semiconductor device
according to the third embodiment is not provided with the
second insulator film 20 and the second wiring layer 24. Other
structure is the same as that of the first embodiment, and the
explanation thereof, thus, will be omitted. In the third
embodiment, the insulator film and the wiring layer may be
applied to at least one surface of the resin portion 32. The
insulator film and the wiring layer are applied only to one
surface of the resin portion 32 to realize the thin structure of
the semiconductor device. However, the mount efficiency of
the semiconductor chip may be deteriorated.

Fourth Embodiment

In a fourth embodiment, a lead frame is used as the second
wiring layer. Referring to F1G. 8, the second insulator film 20
is not used, and a lead frame 24d is used instead of the second
wiring layer 24. Other structure is the same as that of the
second embodiment, and the explanation thereof, thus, will
be omitted. In the fourth embodiment, the insulator film may
be applied only to one surface of the resin portion 32, and the
wiring layers may be applied to opposite surfaces of the resin
portion 32.

Fifth Embodiment

In a fifth embodiment, the first semiconductor chip is flip-
chip mounted. Referring to FIG. 9, the bonding wire 18 is not
connected to the first semiconductor chip 16. A stud bump 19,
for example, is formed on (below in FIG. 9) the surface of the
first semiconductor chip 16. The stud bump 19 is electrically
coupled with the second wiring layer 24. Other structure is the
same as that of the first embodiment, and the explanation
thereof, thus, will be omitted. In the fifth embodiment, the
first semiconductor chip 16 and the first wiring layer 14 may
be connected via the stud bump 19, the second wiring layer 24
and the through electrode 34. In the fifth embodiment, as the
bonding wire 18 is not required, the structure of the semicon-
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6

ductor device may be formed to have the thinner structure
compared with the first embodiment.

Sixth Embodiment

A sixth embodiment is an example of a stacked semicon-
ductor device formed by stacking the semiconductor devices
according to the first embodiment. Referring to FIG. 10,
semiconductor devices 100a and 1005 according to the first
embodiment are stacked. The second wiring layer 24 on the
lower surface of the semiconductor device 100q is provided
with solder balls 50. In the sixth embodiment, the semicon-
ductor devices 100 according to the first embodiment may be
stacked. The semiconductor devices to be stacked may be
selected from those according to the second to the fifth
embodiments besides the first embodiment.

Seventh Embodiment

A seventh embodiment is an example where another semi-
conductor chip is mounted on the semiconductor device 100
according to the first embodiment. Referring to FIG. 11, a
semiconductor chip 56 is mounted on the semiconductor
device 100 according to the first embodiment via a die adhe-
sive material 55. The semiconductor chip 56 is electrically
coupled with the first wiring layer 14 of the semiconductor
device 100 via a bonding wire 58. The semiconductor chip 56
and the bonding wire 58 are sealed with a resin portion 52.

In the seventh embodiment, the semiconductor device
according to any one of the first to the fifth embodiments may
be used as the wiring substrate such that the semiconductor
chip 56 is mounted thereon. In the seventh embodiment, the
semiconductor chip 56 is face-up mounted. However, it may
be facedown mounted, for example, the flip-chip mounting.

As have been described with respect to the preferred
embodiments of the invention, it is to be understood that the
invention is not limited to the aforementioned embodiments,
but may be changed or modified without departing from the
scope of the appended claims.

Finally, various aspects of the present invention are sum-
marized below.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a semiconductor device which includes a first insu-
lator film having a first opening, a first wiring layer extending
from the first opening onto the first insulator film, a semicon-
ductor chip mounted on the first insulator film and electrically
coupled with the first wiring layer, and a resin portion applied
onto the first insulator film to cover the semiconductor chip.
The present invention allows the thickness of the first wiring
layer in the first opening to be reduced, allowing the semi-
conductor device to have the thin structure.

The aforementioned structure may be provided with a
bonding wire for connecting the first semiconductor chip and
the first wiring layer. The resultant semiconductor device is
allowed to have the thin structure in spite of connecting the
first semiconductor chip and the first wiring layer that are
difficult to be thin via the bonding wire.

The structure may be provided with a second insulator film
having a second opening applied onto the resin portion, and a
second wiring layer that extends between the second insulator
film and the resin portion, from the second opening. The
resultant structure allows formation of the wiring layers at
opposite surfaces, resulting in the semiconductor device with
the thin structure.

The structure is provided with a second semiconductor
chip disposed below the second insulator film so as to be
electrically coupled with the second wiring layer. The resin
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portion may be structured to cover the second semiconductor
chip. As two or more semiconductor chips are provided, the
mount efficiency of the semiconductor chips may be
improved.

The structure may be provided with a through electrode for
connecting the first and the second wiring layers. The struc-
ture allows the through electrode to electrically couple the
first and the second wiring layers.

In the structure, a thickness of the first wiring layer in the
first opening may be equal to a thickness of the first wiring
layer on the first insulator film.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a semiconductor device formed by stacking the
aforementioned semiconductor devices.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method for manufacturing a semiconduc-
tor device that includes the steps of: forming a first wiring
layer on a first insulator film having a first opening, the first
wiring layer extending from the first opening; mounting a first
semiconductor chip electrically coupled with the first wiring
layer on the first insulator film; and forming a resin portion on
the first insulator film to cover the first semiconductor chip.
The invention allows the thickness of the first wiring layer in
the first opening to be reduced, allowing the semiconductor
device to have a thin structure.

In the structure, a resist may be applied on a dummy sub-
strate to form the first insulator film. The structure reduces the
thickness of the first insulator film, allowing the semiconduc-
tor device to have a thin structure.

In the structure, a second wiring layer may be formed on a
second insulator film having a second opening, the second
wiring layer extending from the second opening, and the
second insulator film may be provided on the resin portion
such that the second wiring layer is interposed between the
second insulator film and the resin portion. The structure
allows manufacturing of the semiconductor device having the
wiring layers on opposite surfaces of the resin portion.

In the structure, the step of forming the resin portion may
include the steps of: providing one of the first and the second
insulator films on a bottom of a mold such that corresponding
one of the first and the second wiring layers is disposed on an
upper side; applying a resin in a molten state onto one of the
first and the second insulator films; and forming the resin
portion by applying pressure to the other of the first and the
second insulator films on the resin in the molten state such
that corresponding one of the first and the second wiring
layers is disposed on a lower side. The structure allows the
first semiconductor chip to be directly sealed with the resin
portion, allowing the semiconductor device to have a thin
structure.

In the structure, the step of providing one of the first and the
second insulator films on the bottom of the mold may be
performed by providing on the bottom of the mold one of the
first and the second insulator films applied to the dummy
substrate. The step of forming the resin portion may include
the step of providing on the resin in the molten state the other
of the first and the second insulator films applied to another
dummy substrate. The structure allows the first and the sec-
ond insulator films to be reinforced with the dummy sub-
strate. This makes it possible to reduce each thickness of the
first and the second insulator films, allowing the semiconduc-
tor device to have a thin structure.
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The present invention is not limited to the specifically
disclosed embodiments and variations, and other embodi-
ments and variations may be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

I claim:

1. A semiconductor device comprising:

a first insulator film having a first opening and a first sur-
face;

a first wiring layer comprising first portions that extend
from the first opening onto the first surface of the first
insulator film in first and second directions and a second
portion, situated between the first portions, that com-
prises a first surface thatis coplanar with the first surface
of the first insulator film onto which the first portions
extend and a second surface that is coplanar with a
second surface of the first insulator film wherein the first
surface of the first insulator film and the second surface
of the first insulator film are single leveled;

a first semiconductor chip mounted on the first insulator
film and electrically coupled with the first wiring layer;

a resin portion applied onto the first insulator film and
adjacent to the sides of the semiconductor chip and
adjacent to the surface of the semiconductor chip that
faces away from the first insulator film and the first
wiring layer;

a second insulator film having a second opening applied
onto the resin portion; and

a second wiring layer extending between the second insu-
lator film and the resin portion, wherein the resin portion
fills the volume between the semiconductor chip and the
second insulator film, between the semiconductor chip
and the second wiring layer, between the first insulator
film and the second insulator film, and between the first
wiring layer and the second wiring layer.

2. The semiconductor device of claim 1, further comprising

a bonding wire for connecting the first semiconductor chip
and the first wiring layer.

3. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, further
comprising a second semiconductor chip disposed below the
second insulator film so as to be electrically coupled with the
second wiring layer, wherein the resin portion covers the
second semiconductor chip.

4. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, further
comprising a through electrode for connecting the first and
the second wiring layers.

5. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
athickness of'the first wiring layer in the first opening is equal
to a thickness of the first wiring layer on the first insulating
film.

6. The semiconductor device according to claim 3, wherein
said first semiconductor chip and said second semiconductor
chip are stacked.

7. The semiconductor devices according to claim 3,
wherein said first semiconductor chip and said second semi-
conductor chip are mounted to have facing top surfaces.

8. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, further
comprising a second semiconductor chip that is mounted on a
leadframe.

9. The semiconductor device according to claim 1 wherein
said first semiconductor chip is flip-chip mounted.
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